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EGFA-OP  1 5  February  1970 

SUBJECT «  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  69th  Engineer  Battalion 

(Construction)  for  the  Period  Ending  31  January  1970,  RCS  CSPGR  - 
65  (82) 


Conmander  In  Qdef,  US  Army  Pacific,  ATTNi  GPOP-DT,  APO  96558 
Commanding  General,  US  Army  Vietnam,  ATTHi  AVIEC-DST,  APO  96375 
Commanding  Officer,  34th  Engineer  Group,  ATTKi  EGF-GP ,  APO  96320 


1.  SECI1  CM  I  Operations  i  Significant  Activities 
a.  Cosnandi 

(1)  LTC  Alfred  F.  Lawrence  Jr.  took  coenand  of  the  69th  Engineer 
Battalion  (Const motion)  on  11  November  1969*  The  battalion  continued  its 
primary  construction  mission  during  the  reporting  period. 

(2)  Company  A  was  commanded  by  CPT  Gary  L.  Wade  during  the  entire 

period. 

(3)  Company  B  was  ccmnanded  by  CPT  James  E,  Stevens  Jr.  until  4 
December  1969.  CPT  David  Jones  assumed  command  at  that  time. 

(4)  CPT  Roy  F.  Canavan  commanded  Company  C  until  3  January  1970. 

(FT  Raymond  Barrows  assumed  command  at  that  time. 

(5)  CPT  William  Johnson  ccmnanded  Company  D  until  3  February  1970. 

CPT  Daniel  Welle  assumed  command  at  that  time. 

(6)  During  the  ro porting  period  the  battalion  acquired  an  S-l  Officer, 
EEMO,  S-4  Officer,  and  6  Junior  Officers.  Turbulenoe  generated  by  gains  and 
loss© a  was  minimal  and  continuity  was  maintained. 

(7)  Organizational  Locations i 

(a)  Can  Thoi  Headquarters,  Headquarters  Company,  and  Company  A. 
i  (b)  VI nh  Long  Province  j  Company  B,  BLnh  Minh. 

(c)  Blnh  Thuyi  Company  C  and  Company  D. 

(d)  Unit  Moves i  None 

(8)  ACRi  The  battalion  remained  located  entirely  in  IV  CORPS 
Tactical  Zone,  South  of  the  Mekong  River,  with  scheduled  projects  in  seven 
provincas  of  the  region. 
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b.  •  Personnel.  Administration.  Morale  and  Discipline » 

(1)  Tbs  69th  Engineer  Battalion  (Construction)  is  organized  under 
TGB  5-U50  as  Modified  by  KTCS's  5-116G,  5-117G,  and  5-115G.  Thirty-nine 
augasntation  slots  »re  lost  during  this  period. 

(2)  At  the  end  of  the  reporting  period  the  battalion  strength  was 


as  follows! 

m 

51 

TOTAL 

AUTH 

31 

7 

861 

899 

ASG 

29 

7 

692 

728 

(3)  The  battalion  continues  to  operate  well  below  authorized 
strength.  Slots  gainod  by  tho  change  in  MTCE  on  25  October  1969  have 
not  been  completely  filled. 

(4)  During  the  reportir^  period.  3  EM  were  promoted  to  E-7,  5  EM 
to  B-6.  96  Bf  to  K-5*  and  100  EM  to  £-4.  There  was  one  promotion  to  Captain 
and  four  promotions  to  1st  lieutenant. 

(5)  Awards  Data  for  the  Period! 


RECOMMENDED 

APPROVED 

Bronss  Star 

53 

26 

ARCCK 

101 

31 

20th  Me  Certificate 

25 

25 

Soldier's  Medal 

1 

0 

(6)  The  battalion  employed  an  average  daily  total  of  170  Vietnamese 
during  the  period,  in  skilled,  seed-skilled  and  unskilled  positions.  Local 
lational  construction  personnel  remained  consolidated  into  Company  C'a  1st 
Platoon,  wfaioh  is  restricted  to  work  in  the  Can  Tho  -  Binh  Thuy  area. 

(7)  The  battalion  re-enlistment  rate  for  first  tore  RA  personnel  was 
29*. 

(8)  Morale  within  the  battalion  remains  gene  rail;/-  good. 

(9)  Discipline  remained  good,  with  exception  rf  a  few  cases  of  drug 
abuse  and  one  case  of  assault. 

c.  Intall^rve  and  Counter-Intelligence  > 

(1)  The  battalion  continues  to  receive  comprehensive  intelligence 
information  on  its  AOR  by  daily  attendance  at  the  IV  Corps  Joint  Intelligence 
Canter  Briefing,  and  receipt  of  INT SUM'S  from  the  164th  Aviation  Group  (Combat), 
II  FFV,  and  tho  307th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion.  Pertinent  intelligence  infor¬ 
mation  is  disseminated  to  the  companies  by  tbs  S-2  each  evening. 
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(2)  Current  Information  on  LOC's,  to  include  interdictions  wit^n 
the  AOR  Is  maintained  by  daily  report  from  G-2  Air,  IV  Carps, 

(3)  Within  the  battalion,  connand  emphasis  has  been  placed  on  tho 
gathering  of  intelligence  and  complete  and  prompt  reporting  of  anything  of 
possible  intelligence  value, 

d.  Plana  Operations .  and  Tralrftnp  t 

(1)  The  69th  Engineer  Battalion  (Construction)  continued  to  perform 
its  primary  mission  of  construction  (hiring  the  period  t  involving  LOC  construct¬ 
ion,  operational  support  missions,  HER  projects  and  base  construction,  LOC 
construction  effort  increased  during  the  period  due  to  the  dry  season  and  the 
start  of  two  more  segments  of  LOC  restoration  of  QL-4, 

(2)  Effects  of  enemy  action  on  battalion  operations  were  minimal. 
Company  B  had  lost  time  due  to  mining  incidents  on  QL-4  but  sustained  no  in¬ 
juries,  Can  Tho  Airfield  had  no  serious  incidents  and  outlying  units  were 
not  affected. 

(3)  Company  A  retained  the  primary  mission  of  maintenance  and  equip¬ 
ment  support  including  MGA-LOC  equipment.  They  continued  to  operate  tho  rock 
offload  site  at  BLnh  Minh.  A  concrete  Batch  Plant  set  up  fay  Company  C  was 
operated  by  Company  A  until  1  February  1970,  when  Company  C  took  responsibility 
for  operation, 

(4)  Company  B  remained  entirely  coadtted  to  the  LOC  restoration  of 
QL-4  fra  Blnh  Minh  to  Ba  Cang  in  VI nh  Long  Provinoe,  A  small  number  of  per¬ 
sonnel  were  utilised  to  assist  the  35th  Bagineer  Battalion  (Combat)  in  the 
construction  of  a  detention  center  in  Soe  Trang, 

(5)  Company  C  performed  a  large  variety  of  vertical  construction  and 
three  horizontal  construction  projects,  Tha  F3CC-T0C  Bunker  in  Can  Tho  City, 
Radar  Revetments,  Signal  Revetments,  and  335th  Radio  Research  Rovetments  at 

Can  Tho  Airfield,  Concrete  Batch  Plant  at  Blnh  Tbuy  and  pre-fabbing  and  erection 
of  MACV  upgrade  facilities  are  among  the  more  notable  vertical  projects.  Ex¬ 
tensive  repairs  of  Vi  Thanh  Airfield,  land  fill  at  Blnh  Thuy  and  starting  the 
Blnh  Minh  Bypass  portion  of  QL-4  are  the  horizontal  projects  worked  on  during 
this  period. 

(6)  Company  D  performed  a  wide  variety  of  tasks.  A  20'  x  96 *  two- 
story  Team  House  and  Popular  Forces  Training  Center  advisory  facilities  were 
completed  at  Bac  lieu.  The  element  is  presently  engaged  in  constructing  a 
Delta  Stagafield  at  Bac  Lieu.  The  2nd  Platoon  finished  a  Utilities  Project  for 
Toam  B-43,  5th  Special  Forces  Group  at  Chi  Lang  and  is  now  dismantling  PASCCE 
Buildings  at  Vung  Tau.  Four  small  MACV  Upgrade  projects  were  also  completed 
during  the  period,  A  Delta  Stagefield  was  completed  at  Rach  Gia,  This  period 
has  also  seen  the  start  of  10,1  KM  of  LOC  restoration  of  QL-4  from  Chi  Lang  to 
Thanh  Hoa. 

(7)  Company  B  has  received  equipment  support  for  LOC  Restoration  from 
ail  companies  during  the  period. 

(8)  With  the  advont  of  the  dry  season,  little  time  has  been  lost  to 
inclement  weather, 
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(9)  The  following  is  the  battalion  average  distribution  of  USMH 
available  for  projects  during  the  reporting  period: 


Operational  ftipport 

18.796 

Minimum  Essential  Requirements 

o.o$ 

LOC'  Restoration 

53*2# 

Base  Construction 

24,4$ 

Security 

3.796 

(10)  The  following  is  a  narrative  summary  of  projects  which  were 
completed  during  November,  December,  and  January: 

(a)  LOC  Restoration  QL-4,  Binh  Minh  to  Ba  Cang,  Effort 
continued  in  the  9  KM  of  Class  A  road  (24*  wide  with  8'  shoulders)  between 
Binh  Mlnh  and  Ba  Cang.  At  the  close  of  the  period  the  section  was  75.76$ 
complete.  In  this  period,  3il60  tons  of  sand/cement  have  been  used  to  cover 
.28  KM  (1,702  CT)  of  road  surface.  1.92  KM  of  subgrade,  3.7  KM  (7,727  CT)  of 
base  course  and  2,4  KM  (1,022  tons)  of  BBST  have  been  accomplished  this  period. 
Loss  of  sewn  12  CT  dump  trucks  has  cut  back  hauling  capacity.  Continued  main¬ 
tenance  of  5  KM  of  haul  road  has  improved  haul  cycle  times  and  reduced  dead- 
lined  vehicles.  The  non-availability  of  cement  seriously  curtailed  sand/cement 
production  for  part  of  the  period.  Company  B  retained  primary  responsibility 
for  this  project, 

(b)  LOC  Restoration  QL-4,  Binh  Mlnh  to  Can  Tho  Ferry,  Company 
C  initiated  work  on  this  3.15  KM  section  of  QL-4.  It  consists  of  ,75  KM  of 
widening  of  the  existing  road  and  2,4  KM  of  completely  new  construction.  200 
meters  have  been  grubbed  and  cleared  and  100  meters  of  the  first  lift  of  em¬ 
bankment  has  been  placed.  Drying  time  of  the  continuous  clay  borrow  determines 
the  rate  of  progress. 

(0)  LOC  Restoration.  QL-4  Cai  Rang  to  Thanh  Hoa,  Company  D  has 
been  tasked  to  restore  10.07  KM  of  existing  road  to  Class  F  standards,  1.6  KM 
of  road  have  been  cleared  and  grubbed  with  1.2  KM  of  subgrade  compacted.  A 
rock  offload  site  at  Tan  Thanh  is  near  completion  and  a  clay  borrow  pit  has 
boen  opened  for  clay  used  in  clay-lime  stabilization, 

(d)  Tte  rock  offload  site  at  Binh  Minh  has  continued  to  operate 
through  the  period  and  offloaded  a  total  of  30,745  tons, 

(e)  Operational  Support  projects  are  as  follows: 

1  32'  x  60 '  Phong  Dinh  Fire  Support  Control  Center. 

2  400  LF  of  11'  high  revetments  for  the  Can  Tho  Dial  Central/ 
Tandem  Switch  building, 

3  320'  of  3  barrel  high  revetments  for  Radio  Research  unit. 

4  224'  of  7'  high  revetments  for  Ground  Control  Approach 

equipment, 

£  Construction  of  13  refuel  pads  (one  24'  x  48',  12  ea 
24'  x  24'),  5  (24"  x  24*)  rearm  pads  and  4  ammo  storage  facilities  at  Vi  Thanh. 
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6  Erection  of  a  10,500  gal  water  tank,  water  treatment 
facility  and  utilities  for  12  buildings  and  146*  x  146 '  settling  pend  for 
5tJa  Special  Forces  Group  at  Chi  Lang* 

7  fcrnway  repair  at  Chi  Lang  and  VI  Thanh. 

8  Construction  of  8  rafual  pads  (one  24*  x  48',  7  «a  24'  x 
24'),  4  (24'  x  24';  rears  pads  and  3  (5*  x  8')  ano  storage  sheds  at  Raoh  Sol, 

2  Extensive  ponsprlme  of  areas  for  dust  control  at  Chi  Lang, 
Rach  Soi,  and  VI  Thanh* 

(f)  MACV  Upgrade  projects  were  1 

A  20'  x  96*  team  house,  720  SF  teas  building,  530  SF  storage 
building,  500  gal  septic  tank  and  system,  and  300  gal  water  treatment  and  storage 
at  Bao  lieu* 

2  600  gal  water  storage  and  distribution  at  Tan  Chau. 

2  A  20*  x  21*  BEXJ,  8'  x  11'  Latrine,  and  5'  x  8'  generator 

shed  at  Kien  Luang. 

4  A  5*  x  8'  Latrine,  6 00  gal  water  storage  and  400  gal  septic 
tank  at  Phuac  Long. 

5  Water  treatment  facilities  at  Thuan  Nhon  and  Phong  Dinh. 

£  A  6*  x  8'  storage  building  at  Vinh  Chau. 

(g)  Site  Preparation  of  a  Logistical  Support  Area  at  Blnh  Tbuy.  A 
total  of  39*639  cu  yds  of  sand  and  668  ou  yds  of  base  course  rock  have  been 
placed. 

(h)  Erection  of  a  Concrete  Batch  Plant  at  Binh  Thuy,  This  included 

plant  erection,  3  concrete  b&tohing  ramps,  12'  x  20'  debagging  shed,  generator 

shed,  security  fence  and  a  6,000  gal  water  storage  tower.  The  plant  supported 

the  LOC  program  and  construction  in  the  Binh  Thuy  area. 

(i)  A  civic  action  project  of  helping  construct  a  25'  x  60'  school 
for  ths  7th  Day  Adventist  Mission. 

(ll)  The  battalion  is  presently  active  or  will  be  active  in  the  follow¬ 


ing  projeots  during  the  next  period  1 

LOC  Restoration  3 
MACV  Upgrade  1 
Operational  Support  Projects  4 
Base  Construction  Projects  4 


(12)  In  above  efforts  the  battalion  placed  144  cu  yds  of  concrete  this 

period, 

(13)  The  Sand/ Cement  Plant  produced  3»l60  tons  of  sand/ cement  this  period. 

(14)  The  seven  day  work  week  has  altered  the  formal  training  plan.  Man¬ 
datory  training  is  scheduled  ae  required  at  times  most  oonvienient  to  the  work 
schedule  of  the  unit.  The  S-3  section  provides  required  replacement  training  for 
all  new  arrivals.  Eleven  ARVH  personnel  received  training  in  the  operation  and 
maintenance  of  the  tractor  29CM  with  scraper  during  the  period  11  December  1969  - 
19  January  1970. 
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.#•  Logistics  and  Maintenanoei 

(1)  Supply  i  The  removal  of  the  dedicated  LCD  from  battalion  usage  has 
slowed  transport  of  needed  material  and  equipment  to  BLnh  Minh  and  other  sites. 
Transportation  of  material  and  men  to  small  outlying  sites  has  been  a  constant 
problasu  Attachment  of  a  UB-1  to  a  battalion  with  diverse  missions  such  as  these 
would  immeasurably  help  completion  of  projects*  Supply  channels  are  slow  in 
response  to  demands  for  oxygen*  actylone  and  welding  rods,  all  of  which  are  cru¬ 
cial  to  airfield  repair* 

(2)  Maintenanoei  This  period  has  seen  the  battalion  achieve  lesa  than 
10*  deadline  rate  for  critical  vehicles  and  equipment.  Delay  in  repair  parts 
supply  has  kept  some  items  on  deadline  for  extensive  periods.  The  seven  day  woric 
week  is  of  course  a  strain  on  the  maintenance  system*  but  units  have  countered  by 
utilizing  night  shift  repair  and  placing  command  emphasis  on  the  operator  portion 
of  the  maintenance  program.  Thus  far  the  effort  has  proved  enough  to  oounter  the 
increased  work  load 

(3)  Support  Maintenanoei  the  02-17  requisition  and  the  Red  Ball  status 


for  the  reporting 
(s) 

period  arei 
Direct  Support 

i 

November 

69 

A  Co 

DSA 

December 

69 

A  Co 

DSA 

January 

111 

159 

A  Co 

DSA 

Cb) 

02-17  Req  Status  t 

Submitted 

4*266 

filled 

1,117 

*  filled 

2# 

(o) 

Red  Ball  Req  Status i 

Submitted 

692 

Filled 

100 

*  filled 

13* 

(f)  Civil  Affairs  i  Due  to  high  priority  of  construction  projocts,  no  effort 
was  available  for  directed  projects  during  this  period.  MED  CAPS  were  conducted 
by  tbs  battalion  surgeon.  Donations  of  money  and  clothing  continued  at  a  constant 
rate  and  manhours  expended  were  on  a  volunteer  basis.  Elements  of  Company  C  as¬ 
sisted  in  the  construction  of  a  school  for  the  Seventh  Day  Adventist  Mission.  The 
battalion  sponsored  three  Christmas  parties  at  orphanages  in  the  local  area. 
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2,  SECTION  II.  Lessons  Learned 


a.  Personnel 1  None 

b.  Intelligence  1  None 

c.  Operations! 

(la)  Observation  1  Obtaining  construction  materials  in  RVN  requires 
coordination  with  a  significant  number  of  agencies, 

(lb)  Evaluation!  As  a  project  is  initially  designed,  the  bill  of 
material  Is  made  out  and  sent  to  the  S-4  for  requisitioning.  If  materials  are 
available  at  depot,  they  can  normally  be  obtained  by  the  time  the  project  is 
to  starti  however,  for  complicated  vertical  construction  where  numerous  hard¬ 
ware  items  are  involved,  experience  has  proven  that  the  depot  system  will  not 
always  provide  the  needed  materials  in  a  timely  manner.  In  order  to  got  material 
at  the  time  needed,  the  following  steps  woro  taken  1 

(a)  A  supply  item  control  work  sheet  was  used  at  the  lowest  work¬ 
ing  level  to  keep  the  status  of  each  item  of  material. 

(b)  Command  followup  at  battalion  level  to  locate  alternate  sources 
of  supplies  and  take  all  action  that  can  influence  the  acquisition  of  these  items. 
This  includes  coordination  with  other  construction  agencies  such  as  RMK,  PA<SE, 
Navy,  and  Air  Force. 

(c)  Group  level  coranand  action  which  includes  an  inventory  of  all 
battalion  supply  materials  including  excess  materials,  and  the  screening  of  these 
lists  to  provide  materials  to  projects  by  priority, 

(d)  Use  of  a  battalion  materials  expediter  operating  in  the  Long 
Binh  area  to  coordinate  hand  carrying  of  requisitions  to  depot  and  ICCV,  check¬ 
ing  on  status  of  existing  requisitions,  identifying  and  locating  nooded  itens 

or  suitable  substitutes  within  the  depot,  checking  with  other  sources  of  supply 
within  the  Saigon/Long  Binh  area  (HMK,  PASE,  Navy,  and  Air  Force),  arranging 
for  the  release  of  needed  items  from  depot,  pickup  of  materials  and  personally 
placing  aboard  courier  aircraft, 

(ic)  Recommendation  1  Only  by  involving  the  battalion  in  each  step  of 
the  supply  action  from  the  worker  level  to  depot  can  the  required  completion  dates 
of  construction  be  met.  The  steps  taken  by  this  battalion  have  been  successful 
and  are  recomaended  for  consideration, 

(2a)  Observation!  The  movement  of  men  and  materials  to  remoto  job  sites 
in  the  Delta  requires  unique  transportation, 

(2b)  Evaluation!  The  lack  of  good  roads  in  the  Delta  require  that  trans¬ 
portation  in  numorous  instances  be  by  air  or  wator.  In  recently  accomplishing 
several  small  MACV  Upgrade  projects  at  remote  sites,  use  of  CH-47  holicoptors 
speodod  the  completion  of  these  facilities.  The  buildings  were  pre-fabbed,  check¬ 
ed,  palletized  and  slung  out  by  CH-47* s.  Construction  at  the  job  site  was  rapid 
where  quarters  and  rations  were  limited, 

(2c)  Recommendation!  The  pre-fab  of  facilities  for  snail  remoto  sites 
at  a  base  camp  area  and  shipment  by  sling-load  in  a  CH-4/  can  speed  progress  and 
shorten  time  at  the  job  site. 

(3a)  Observation!  Removal,  repair  and  replacement  of  M8A1  airfield 
matting  can  be  time  consuming. 
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(3b)  Evaluation  1  In  an  attempt  to  speed  airfield  repairs  at  locations 
in  the  Delta  r  a  method  to  rapidly  remove  the  matting  was  developed  using  a  truck 
and  chain  with  a  hook.  Placing  the  hook  under  the  matting  and  towing  laterally 
across  the  runway  made  a  neat  cut  in  the  runway,  after  which  the  section  could 
be  repaired  and  the  matting  replaced  if  reusable  by  welding.  When  new  matting 
had  to  be  used  to  cover  the  surface,  it  was  found  that  the  pieces  by  different 
manufacturers  varied  slightly  in  vise. 

(3o)  Recommendation  1  For  a  50 $  reduction  in  removal  time  of  M8A1  mat¬ 
ting,  the  above  method  has  proven  successful. 

(4a)  Observation!  The  tactical  situation  or  inaccessibility  of  remote 
job  aites  may  dictate  that  vertical  erection  of  facilities  be  accomplished  with¬ 
out  the  benefit  of  a  crane. 

(4b)  Evaluation!  Recently  at  Chi  Lang  this  unit  had  a  projoct  which  in¬ 
cluded  t L0  erection  of  a  250  barrol  tank  with  36'  tower.  No  lifting  equipment 
could  be  madd  available  because  the  roads  were  closed.  The  constructing  unit  had 
to  resort  to  the  use  of  25*  wood  poles,  rope,  block  and  tackle  for  erection  of  the 
tower.  The  tower  is  erected  in  two  18'  sections  with  vortical  and  diagonal  mem- 
bo  rt.  The  bottom  18*  section  was  installed  fairly  easily.  The  upper  section  was 
erected  using  straight  leg  wood  poles  tied  off  to  the  bottom  vertical  members. 

When  the  second  section  was  oomplote,  then  the  two  wood  polos  were  lashed  to  the 
tower  in  jib  fashion  at  a  45°  angle.  The  platform  steel  would  be  raised  and 
placed  on  the  tower.  Once  the  platform  was  complete ,  the  preassemblod  tank  was 
placed  using  a  CH-4?  helicopter. 

(4o;  Reooamend&tioni  When  lifting  equipment  is  not  available,  vortical 
work  can  be  accomplished  by  use  of  basic  pioneer  engineer  techniques  and  a  little 
ingenuity*  Safety  considerations  must  be  emphasised  and  close  supervision  is  re¬ 
quired  for  the  personnel  lifting  and  placing  the  steel  members. 

(5» )  Observation 1  The  use  of  asbestoes  cement  pipe  and  couplings  was 
made  difficult  by  the  fact  that  sites  varied  between  manufacturers. 

(5b)  Evaluation 1  It  was  discovered  that  the  outside  diameter  of  6*  ACF 
delivered  to  the  job  site  was  larger  than  the  lnsido  dianoter  of  the  ACF  coupling. 
■*.t  was  necessaiy  to  file  down  the  outside  diameter  of  the  pipe  to  fit  the  coup¬ 
lings,  a  time  consuming  process. 

(5c)  Re  coemendation  1  There  is  a  tool  which  dresses  down  the  bevel  on  the 
outside  diameter  of  the  ACF.  This  is  much  faster  than  using  a  electric  motor  with 
an  abrasive  wheel.  Before  starting  a  job  of  this  type,  this  tool  should  be  ob¬ 
tained  to  aid  the  speedy  laying  of  AGP. 

d.  Organisation!  None 

e.  Training!  None 
f  •  Logistics  1  None 
g.  Conrad  cations  1 

(la)  Observation!  Problems  arising  in  the  use  of  field  wire,  such  as 
shorts  and  grounds, 

(lb)  Evaluation!  Cause  due  in  many  cases  to  tho  ho"vy  rains  and  extreme 
heat  that  is  prevalent  in  the  Republic  of  Vietnam. 


FOR 


U 
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(lc)  Recommendation t  That  simplox  circuits  bo  used  whenever  possible. 
Circuit  quality  is  found  to  be  excellent  and  maintenance  time  is  minimal, 

h.  Materials i  None 
1,  Other:  None 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


LOUIS  E.  STANTON 
CPT,  CE 
Adjutant 


EGF-oP  (15  Feb  7c)  1st  and 

ouBJBCTi  Operatic  .al  Report  of  _9th  Cngineor  Battalion  for  Period  Jiding 
31  January  i97^*  -Co  JSR^R-65  (R2) 

DA,  39-'d  CROUP  (C.I-IoT),  .PC  9o320  20  February  1970 

TOi  Assistant  Coief  of  itaff  for  orce  Development,  ^epartm  *nt  of  the  ij-ay, 
Casnington,  D.C.  2uf io 

Commanding  Officer,  20tu  ii^inser  Brigade,  .-.TTUi  .-./31-Go,  „P0  969-91 

1.  The  ORLL  submitted  by  tus  o.  th  ihgineor  Battilio  1  has  ooen  r^loved  'ey 
this  headquarter;?  and  is  considered  comprehensive  and  of  v  lue  for  document¬ 
ation  and  review  of  one  reporting  units  activities  and  experiences. 

2.  Ref  Para  ld(6),  page  3»  The  Aach  da  stagelield  mentioned  in  this  para¬ 
graph  was  already  in  exi stance.  The  69th  ^iigineer  Battalion  constructed 
ammunition  and  POL  storage  and  rearm/refuel  pads  at  the  existing  field. 


FOR  THE  CaiKAilDERi 


AVBI-OS  (15  Feb  70)  2nd  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  69th  Engineer  Battalion  (Construction) 
for  the  Period  Ending  31  January  1970,  RCS  CoFOR-65  (R2) 

DA,  Headquarters,  20th  fcngineer  Brigade,  Alt)  96491  j  '-!  ^  9  1370 

TO:  Coamanding  General,  United  States  Arny  Vietnam,  ATTN:  AVHGC-DST, 

APO  96375 

1.  Submitted  in  accordance  with  USARV  Regulation  525-15,  dated  13  April 

1968. 

2.  This  headcuartcrs  concur  with  tne  cubr.atted  report  .ith  the  following 
comment: 


Section  II,  paragraph  gt  oarcs  s-y : 

1.  Installation  of  a  simple,  circuit  is  not  considered  to  be  the 
solution  to  grounds  nr  shorts  in  a  U-l/TT  line  for  the  following  reasons: 

a.  To  install  simple;  circuit,  mr-trliic  circuit  i"  still  required. 

c.  A  rep  ating  coi_  is  req.irea  ior  grctna  return,  ;-nd,  -.s  they  are 
not  authorized,  a  JOE/KTOE  change  would  be  recu; red. 

2.  Mutual  interference  wi_l  resuut  n  circuit  cf  a  s:-~piex  or 
phantom  group  if  the  side  circ  uit  are  _r.  i-ncetl  i  la  not  r.  ,ve  the  same 
impedance).  The  amount  of  interior,  ncc  win  aeuenu  on  the  decree  of 
unbalance  between  the  metallic  circuits,  fix  arum.ry  uau.es  of  unbal¬ 
ance  are  poor  splices  that  introduce  a  nigh  rd stance  into  eitner  ,.iue 
of  the  circuit,  and  improperly  taped  r.nces  or  damaged  port  tens  of 
insulation  which,  when  wet,  caust  excessive  ickoige  from  one  -ide  of  the 
circuit  to  ground.  DC  signals  employing  simplex  circuits,  are  used  for 
-.lorter  distances  and  unless  properly  repeated  are  restricted  in  their 
uoe. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


Assistant  .c.'utant 


'•ties  Furnished: 
;  ,  jtth  Trier  Gp 
.  -  'th  inrr 


AVHGC-DST  (15  Feb  70)  3d  Ind 

SUBJECT i  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  69th  Engineer  Battalion 

(Construction)  for  the  Period  Eh&lng  31  January  1970,  BCS  CSFQR- 

65  (R2) 

HEADQUARTERS,  UR  IT  ED  STATS  ABUT  YHTEAK,  APO  Sen  Francisco  96373  2  -  MAR  1?7 

TO  1  Co— nder  In  Chief,  United  States  Arny,  Pacific,  ATTNi  GPOP-DT, 

APO  96558 

1.  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned 
for  the  quarterly  period  ending  31  January  1970  froe  Headquarters,  69th 
Engineer  Battalion  (Construction)  and  concurs  with  the  consents  of  Indorsing 
headquarters. 

2.  Reference  item  concerning,  "Obtaining  Construction  Materials  in  RVN", 
page  7,  paragraph  c(la).  Nonconcur*  Battalion  supply  officers/expediters 
should  not  go  to  supply  sources.  Expeditors,  pel  se,  axe  not  required. 

Unless  the  requisitions  go  through  the  proper  supply  channels,  an  equitable 
distribution  of  short  supply  items  cannot  be  made  to  high  priority 
projects.  The  remaining  steps  in  the  procedure  outlined  appear  valid. 


FOR  THE  COMMANDER  1 


Cy  furai 

69th  Engineer  Bn 
20th  Ehgineer  Bde 


.  \ 


i'.r\ 


GPOP-DT  (15  Feb  70)  4th  lad 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  HQ,  69th  Engineer  Battalion  (Const) 
for  Period  Ending  31  January  1970,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (R2) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  ?  1  MAR  70 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

This  headquarters  concurs  in  subject  report  as  indorsed. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


fa  S 

D.D.  CLINE 
2LT,  AGC 
Asst  AG 
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«.  NKPORT  DATE 

IA  TOTAL  NO.  OF  RAfEI 

Tk.  NO.  or  ACT.  1 

15  February  1970 

16 

_ 

•A.  CONTRACT  ON  GRANT  MO- 

•m.  ORIGINATOR'S  REPORT  NUMBCMIS)  | 

b.  PROJECT  NO. 

N/A 

701114 

e. 

N.  OTHER  REPORT  NOtai  (Any  other  number*  *•(  Mr  >■  ■lilRurf  1 

thte  reperi)  £ 

d . 

_ 

10.  D1 9  TNI  BUT  ION  STATEMENT 


N/A 

IS.ABbTNACT 
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p 
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14 


DO  ,?o“  .1473 


*>n 


